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Regular Meeting of the City Council

March 9, 2021

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. via remote.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, LaForest, Lamb,
Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, Wilkinson.

Council President Hopkins read the following statement regarding COVID-19. Pursuant to
Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting
Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on
the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North Adams City
Council is being conducted via remote participation and in City Council Chambers. No in-person
attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure
that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A moment of silence was held remembering Mary Frances Petropulos, teacher at Greylock
Elementary School.

The President called for a motion to approve the minutes for the meeting of February 23, 2021.

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED: to
approve the minutes.

The President called for hearing of visitors.

Bryan Sapienza, 113 Pleasant Street, in favor of the Hydrant order of $300,000 as well as stating
his kudos to Councilor Lamb for proposal for the grants coordinator, stating that it was a great
idea to go after funds available.

Leslie Lupino, 33 River Avenue, Pittsfield, MA, thanked Councilor Harpin for bringing the pet
store ordinance forward. She stated that pet stores do purchase from puppy mills and the City
should adopt this ordinance. Ms. Lupino stated several reasons as to why the ordinance would
be prohibit the sale from puppy mills and not from respectable breeders. At this time, 370
ordinances have been passed.
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Laura Hagen, Humane Society, 6 Bounty Street, Salem, MA thanked Councilors Harpin and
Blackmer and the committee for their work on the ordinance. She wanted to update the by-law
that was passed in Holliston, the Attorney General issued the standard which is two part,
referring to regulations and language of by-laws in term. There was a question as to whether
there would be a conflict, it was determined that it does not in any way effect the state laws.

John Perrault, Executive Director for the Humane Society, Pittsfield, MA, stated that they
support what Laura and Leslie spoke about. He stated his personal experience of hundreds of
calls on poor conditions of puppy mills, he requested that North Adams follow Pittsfield and pass
the ordinance.

Marnie Meyers, 115 Hinsdale Road, Windsor, MA, she concurs with John Perrault, stating that
over the years they have rescued several animals. She stated her support of the ordinance and
requested the Council pass the ordinance.

Ginny Messina, 26 Bedina Parkway, Pittsfield, MA, Berkshire Voters for Animals, a public
health professional expressed her concerns and wanted to discuss the human health consequences
of bacterial infections that have been linked to puppy mill dogs. She stated by joining other
communities in passing this ordinance, North Adams will be part of a very important issue.

Christa Abel, 689 Church Street, resident and former pet supply store owner. She stated this
ordinance is about helping the county as a whole about being humane and the animals should not
be treated as a commodity. She stated her support for the Ordinance.

Vicky West, 755 West Main Street, dog grooming business, she spoke about her own personal
experience of purchasing dogs from “bad” breeders. She stated that people should be aware of
where the animals are actually coming from. She is in full support of the Ordinance.

11,790 The President presented Communication submitted by Councilor Bona regarding
short term rentals and the requirements of the City which was postponed at the meeting of
September 22, 2020.

On motion of Councilor Bona, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED: to postpone
to the meeting of May 25, 2021.

11,910 The President presented An Ordinance amending Chapter 27, entitled Dog
Regulations, adding a new section 27-12, entitled Prohibition of the Sale of Dogs, Cats, or
Rabbits by Pet Shops which was postponed at the meeting of February 23, 2021.

On motion of Councilor Harpin, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED: to pass to a
second reading and publish as required by law.

Councilor Harpin and Blackmer both stated they had many points to discuss from the General
Government Committee meeting, however, the guests that spoke in favor of the Ordinance

32



already stated what they were prepared to discuss. The recommendation from the committee
was in support of the ordinance, the only change was that the $500 fine was changed to $300 due
to the state’s language.

11,943 The President presented An Ordinance amending Chapter 7, Department of Public
Services, Section 7-1, Establishment of Department, Fire Hydrant Division which was postponed
at the meeting of February 23, 2021.

Councilor Blackmer stated that the General Government Committee voted unanimously to refer
to Council and not move forward with the ordinance. She stated the decision was based on the
city solicitor’s response as well as the funding plan that the Mayor is bringing forward for the
hydrants. She stated that the Council could vote the ordinance down, file it or Councilor
LaForest could withdraw the ordinance.

On motion of Councilor Wilkinson, duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED: to
file the ordinance.

Councilor Harpin stated she would support the Mayor’s order, however, she stated other cities
and towns have more in-depth ordinances. She felt that moving forward, people communicating
properly is very important. She named several communities that had hydrant ordinances, such as
the City of Holyoke which has specific ordinances with hydrants. She stated that more effort
should be put into this and language should be clearer. She feels that this should not be shuffled
under the table and more discussion is needed.

Councilor LaForest clarified that the ordinance was not to create a new department, but a new
division of Public Services. He thanked Commissioner Lescarbeau and Cohn Todd from Public
Services on their very hard work on the hydrant inspections. He also commended the Town of
Adams on their inspections each year. He stated his disappointment in the General Government
Committee. Councilor LaForest gave several examples of other communities that have
exemplary plans to inspect the hydrants. He stated his concerns about the fact that the
administration has not upheld the annual capital outlay plan as required by Massachusetts
General Laws.

Councilor Blackmer summarized about what was discussed at the General Government
Committee and how the decision was made.

Councilor Wilkinson stated that he made a motion to file, unless the rest of the Council would
like to change this, the motion stands

Councilor LaForest stated his concerns that the paper would be filed after three fires and non
functioning fire hydrants.

Councilor Harpin stated her concerns about the Charter, Section 50, City Council has the
legislative powers, stating they should be allowed to make the rules and to be accountable to the
residents. She stated that she was disappointed that this ordinance is being filed.

Councilor LaForest requested a roll call vote.
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Councilor Bona stated that this could come back to Council at a later date, Councilor Blackmer
agreed.

Councilor LaForest reminded the Council that this was a simple ordinance change with four
sentences.

The President called for a roll call vote and reminded the Councilors that a yes vote would file
the communication.

The motion passed by yea and nay vote, yea Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Hopkins, Lamb,
Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, Wilkinson, nay Councilors Harpin and LaForest.

11,944 The President presented Mayor’s communication #18 regarding fire hydrant
replacement and repairs to water system improvements.

Without objection, the President filed the communication.

11,944 The President presented An Order authorizing the Treasurer with the approval of
the Mayor to borrow the sum of $300,000 for the replacement and repairs of fire hydrant water
system improvements under MGL, Chapter 44, Section 20.

On motion of Councilor Lamb, duly seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED: to
pass to a second reading and publish as required by law.

The Mayor gave a summary of the current status of the hydrants, stating the team in the Water
Department have inspected 339 hydrants, bagged 55 non-working hydrants and is generating a
list. The plan is for an immediate task to replace the 50 to 60 hydrants costing five to six
thousand dollars each. He stated that the City is recommitting to hydrant maintenance as well as
communication and policies in this department.

Councilor Wilkinson stated that this has been neglected for quite some time and he is in support
of the order.

Councilor Lamb stated his appreciation that due diligence was made and supports the order, as
well as addressing these issues in the long term.

Councilor Harpin noted that ten years ago when the sewer fee was implemented, one of the uses
of the funds was for fire hydrants and repairs.

Councilor Oleskiewicz stated that strides have been made to repair the hydrants, he thanked the
Mayor for his efforts to begin this process in such a timely manner.

Councilor LaForest stated there have been millions of dollars collected from the sewer fees and
he inquired if the Mayor would be planning to incorporate the hydrants in the capital plan in this
year’s budget. The Mayor stated that would be his plan, he gave kudos to all the departments
that put effort into the order.
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11,945 The President presented communication submitted by Councilor Lamb regarding
the recommendation to include a Grants and Communications Coordinator in the FY 22 budget.

On motion of Councilor Harpin, duly seconded by Councilor LaForest, it was VOTED: to file
the communication.

Councilor Lamb read the communication.

Councilor Harpin stated that the City has a grants writer, Michael Nuvallie. She stated the
Finance Committee cannot add to the budge; the Mayor creates the budget, stating that this is out
of process.

Councilor Lamb stated that in his communication, he requested to refer to the Mayor and to the
Finance Committee. He stated his hope was to get the process early enough prior to the budget,
as in the past there has been funds added for consideration.

Councilor Harpin rescinded her motion to file.

On motion of Councilor Wilkinson, duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED: to
refer to the Finance Committee and the Mayor’s Office.

Councilor LaForest commended Councilor Lamb for bringing the communication forward; he
stated the investment in a grants writer comes back tenfold. He inquired if there are grant funds
available for the position. Councilor Lamb stated that not specifically for the position, however,
most grants build in administration fees to support these costs.

Councilor Wilkinson gave kudos to Michael Nuvallie and the great work he has done for
decades.

Councilor Lamb agreed with Councilor Wilkinson and stated that the Office of Community
Development does a tremendous job. However, the research and community engagement that
these grants require truly needs a centralization of tracking and a go-to person.

On Motion of Councilor Wilkinson, duly seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED: to amend
the motion to postpone to the meeting of April 27, 2021.

The President presented an application from Elsa Moreno, 127 Bridges Road, Williamstown,
MA for a license to drive a taxi for RJ’s Taxi.

On motion of Councilor Wilkinson, duly seconded by Councilor Sweeney, it was VOTED: to
approve the License.

The President called for Open Forum.
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Joseph Smith, Clarksburg, MA, stated that he found it unprofessional for a councilor to comment
when another councilor’s internet caused him to go silent.

Marilyn Honig, she thanked all involved for making the fire hydrant issue a top priority. She
stated that something should be put on the books and enforceability should be followed through
on.
The President called for Mayor’s Concerns.

The Mayor stated that the American Rescue Plan Act passed the senate, the City’s expected
allocation is 1.2 million dollars, however guidance and restrictions are not known as of yet.
After the house acts and information comes forward, he stated he would keep the Council
informed. The Mayor gave a brief COVID- 19 vaccine update.

The President called for Liaison Updates and Councilor Concerns;

Councilor Harpin inquired when City Hall will be opening. The Mayor stated he did not have a
specific date at this time, waiting to make sure staff are vaccinated and protected.

Councilor Blackmer gave updates on the upcoming MMA webinars and trainings.

Councilor Oleskiewicz gave kudos to the COVID- 19 vaccine clinic, thanking all the volunteers
and the great work they are doing.

Councilor Bona inquired if there was any additional funding to cover the Health Inspector and
the additional hours that she has been putting in at the clinic. Angie Ellison, Administrative
Officer stated that most of the over time for police officers was being covered by FEMA funds,
however, with regard to the Health Agent’s position, that is a salaried position and there is no
overtime in this position.

Councilor Harpin stated her concerns about the fact that the Council filed the hydrant ordinance
and her disappointment that they did not come together for the community.

The President called for a motion to adjourn.

On motion of Councilor LaForest, duly seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED: to
adjourn at 9:23 pm.

A True Record
Attest,

City Clerk
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